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  CHAPTER 10 
 

FOURTH DAY OF THE BATTLE OF WALLA WALLA 
 

(As of February 28, 2011) 
 
 
 
 
December 10, 1855 (Monday): 
 
1: Colonel James Kelly Official Report/ 14: Intelligence Report: “At early 
dawn on the next day (December 10, 1855), the Indians were observed from our 
camp to be in possession of all points held by us on the proceeding day.  Upon 
seeing them, Lieutenant (James) McAuliff of Company B, gallantly observed that 
his company had dug those holes and that after breakfast they would have them 
again, and well was his declaration fulfilled, for in less than half an hour the 
enemy was driven from the pits and fled to an adjoining hill which they had 
occupied the day before.”  
 
“This position was at once assailed by Captain Cornoyer with Company K, and a 
portion of Company I being mounted, gallantly charged the enemy on his right 
flank, while Lieutenant (James) McAuliff with Company B dismounted, rushed up 
the hill in face of a lively fire and scattered them in all directions.  They at once 
fled in all directions to return to this battle field no more, and thus ended our long 
continued fight.” 
 
4: Captain A. V. Wilson (Company A) Account: “On the 10th the fight 
commenced still more desperately on the part of the enemy, and if possible with 
more determination on the part of our troops, to drive the enemy entirely from the 
field.  Before dark they had fallen back to the ground occupied by them the night 
of the first day’s fight, evidently badly whipped.  Our loss was in wounded only 
one, Lieutenant Sheppard (Andrew Shepherd), Company F.  In the evening, 
Captain Cornelius, with Company D and part of Yamhill (County) company 
arrived.”  
 
37: Sergeant A. B. Roberts (Company A) Account: “At an early hour, the 
Indians tried to gain possession of the timber in which Companies A and H were 
at work but were repulsed after a sharp conflict in which two of our boys were 
wounded and three of the Indians were killed and we think several wounded.”  
 
“Some savage charges were made early in the day on the bluff and much close 
fighting in the greasewood.  Later on as the day passed, the conflict was less 
spirited but continuous.”  
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“About 3 o’clock, an attack was made upon our stockade from the opposite side 
of the river.  The Indians came down through the timber and from the thick brush 
on the other side they opened fire into the open side of our stockade.  Colonel 
Olney was in camp and assumed command and ordered all hands to arms and 
to charge the Indians and drive them out.  The river on our side was not lined 
with brush and it was about 30 yards wide and two feet deep.  Olney had no gun 
and was urging the men to charge across the river for which I, Sergeant A. B. 
Roberts did followed only by Private Charley Trotter, Company A.”  
 
“As we entered the brush, the Indians took off as about 10-15 men on horseback 
were coming across.  This party had our horses with them and we mounted and 
drove them well to the rear and then took position on a small Butte where we 
could observe any further attempt to sneak up in our rear.”  
 
“Late in the afternoon smoke could be seen rising in great columns in nearly 
every part of the valley.  I could recognize the locations of the various settlers 
who had lived here all their lives, or those who had taken claims since the 
treaties, and at every house a column of smoke marked the destruction of their 
homes.  The buildings erected by Brook and Bumford at the old Whitman Mission 
were going up in smoke.  The home of Ransom Clark up in the central part of the 
valley was plainly discernable by its column and all along down the Walla Walla 
was to be seen at Pambruns, at McBeans, and all the old French Settlers down 
to the last house.  To our front was to be seen the work of destruction, the last 
act to wipe out the work of the Whiteman from this beautiful valley.”  
 
“(It was thought that the Indians were through and that) they were destroying 
everything they could before leaving.”  
 
“Looking to the West across the plains near the Lumatum (Tum-a-Lum) (just 
where is this located?) crossing of the Walla Walla River, we saw a flag flying 
at the head of a column of horsemen.  On they came at their greatest speed, 
over the little bench plains and across the little streams and soon it was seen that 
they were heading directly towards the little group of men on the Butte and as 
they rounded up about us, we found at the head, Captain Humason of Company 
B bringing to our support the detachments of companies left behind at Fort 
Henrietta (including Companies D and E).  Passing on to our camp, they soon 
joined in the general conflict.”  
 
“As evening settled over the valley…everything became quiet.  (The battle was 
over).  On the battlefield, we found 87 dead Indians and in the river we found 15, 
and at their camp was found 12 dead Indians which had been wounded and 
taken to “sweat houses” where they had died.” 
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5: Private Plympton Kelly (Company A) Account:  “Another day’s fight before 
us.  The Indians have been routed on all points.  Today about noon a signal 
smoke was noticed on the bluff on the opposite side of the river which gave us 
hopes that reinforcements were coming and in the evening the Washington 
County Company and part of Yamhill Company came to our relief with a good 
supply of ammunition which was very much needed.  The Indians appear to be 
disheartened.” 
 
33: Sergeant William G. Haley (Company H) Account:  “On the fourth (day) 
early we found a like scene as yesterday was to be enacted.  The courage of 
most of the Indians was faltering.  Their leaders in thunder tones and 
emboldening banters, could not get them to come as close as common to our 
boys, but they kept up the fight until night, as before.  Captain Cornelius 
(Company D) and Captain Hembree (Company E) arrived with about 100 men as 
recruits.” 
 
3: Private George Washington Miller (Company H) Account: “Early on the 
morning of the 10th (December 10, 1855), it was discovered  that the enemy had 
possession of every available position that was held by us the previous day.  As 
soon as breakfast had been eaten, Lieutenant James McAuliff, with Company B 
charged on the Indians who had taken possession of the breastworks thrown up 
by them the day before, on the point of a hill, to protect them from the flying 
bullets from our guns.  They had not taken such a deep hold in the brush as 
usual, on account of the several losses they sustained the day before.”  
 
“Companies A and H soon recovered the brush, and drove them from the pits on 
the sand knoll.  The companies from the hills made preparations for a charge, 
and as many as had horses suitable for the occasion were mounted, and 
gallantly charged the enemy in the face of a heavy fire, scattering them in all 
directions, to return to the battlefield no more.”  
 
35: Private George Hunter (Company I) Account: “I (George Hunter) was on 
horseback with some 20 of our company, under the command of Lieutenant 
Hand.  The Indians in front of us would ride up to within 100-200 yards, and fire, 
then circle away.  (The scalp taken from one of the boys at Fort Henrietta) was 
being shaken at us by the Indians in front of us.”  
 
“During the day, an Indian medicine man would ride close to us, turning, twisting 
and shaking a feathered stick or baton, urging the other Indians on to fight.  But 
he came around once to often, for I with some others, had dismounted, and as 
he made his last round the horse and rider both went to the grass at the crack of 
our guns.”  
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“Along in the afternoon, word was passed along the lines to hold our fire, as our 
ammunition was running short.  But about 4 o’clock PM, an escort (from Fort 
Henrietta) arrived with plenty of ammunition.  That night the Indians gave it up 
and left the field in our possession.” 
 
22: Private Robert and William Painter’s (Company D) Account: “Marched 
twenty-five miles to Fort Bennett, the scene of action.  We arrived at sunset, and 
found the volunteers still engaged with the Indians.  They had two men wounded 
to-day.  They report having killed a number of Indians.  We were kindly received.  
The boys wanted us to camp in the fort, for fear of the Indians firing on us after 
night.  We thanked them for their advice, and informed them that we never 
camped in forts.  We consequently, camped outside.”  
 
36:  Captain A. J.  Hembree (Company E) Account:  “Reached the battle 
ground just before sundown but few Indians to be seen on the battle ground in 
Walla Walla.” 
 
43: ‘55ER (Company F) Account: “We guessed the number of warriors that 
were engaged against us at the three last days of the fight to be 1500 well-
mounted men.  But I think they must have been very short of ammunition, as the 
last day they were shooting nothing but copper balls and slugs of iron about an 
inch long, cut from wagon rods, used to hold the endgates.” 
 
 
  

NOTES 
 
In reviewing the Muster Rolls for the 1st Regiment Oregon Mounted 
Volunteers, the spellings of certain participants may have been spelled 
wrong in the above narratives.  
 
 

ABOVE NARRATIVES MUSTER ROLLS CORRECT NAME 
Narcisse Cornoyer (Co. K) Narcipe Connoyer  
Sheppard (Co. F) Shepherd  
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The volunteers’ loss for this day, December 10, 1855, was as follows (11): 
 
Killed: 
 None 

  
Wounded: 
 Lieutenant A. Sheppard, Company F (Marion County) (Shot in the right  
  arm, ball extracted) 
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DOCUMENTS USED 
 
 

1. The Oregonian, January 5, 1856, “Official Report of Col. Kelly Of The 
Battle Between The Oregon Mounted Volunteers And The Indians” 
from Fort Bennett, December 14, 1855, To Wm. H. Farrar, (Adjutant 1st 
Regt. O. V.) from Lieut. Col. James K. Kelly (December 14, 1855: Kelly to 
Farrar: Official Report); 

 
3. Walla Walla Daily Union, December 7 and 8, 1905, and the Tacoma 

Tribune, October 28, 1892: an account by George Washington Miller, 
Company H (Linn County, 1st Reg. Oregon Mounted Volunteers); 

 
4. The Weekly Oregonian, December 29, 1855 “Particulars of the Fight at 

Walla Walla” from Fort Bennett, December 14, 1855, To T. J. Dryer from 
Unknown (Captain A. V. Wilson, Company A, a daily account) (December 
14, 1855: Wilson to Dryer); 

 
5. “We Were Not Just Summer Soldiers” a daily account (in diary form) by 

Plympton Kelly, Oregon Mounted Volunteers, Company A; (Plympton 
Kelly Daily Diary); 

 
11.  The Oregonian, December 29, 1855, Letter to T. J. Dryer from B. F. 

  Dowell; 
 
14.   The Oregonian, December 29, 1855, “An Abstract of the Latest 

Intelligence Received from the Volunteers under Col. Kelly” (FHA); 
 
22. “Journals of the Indian War of 1855-1856 (The Robert and William 

Painter (Company D) Accounts)”: by J. Orin Oliphant, Washington 
Historical Quarterly, Vol.   15, No. 1, January 1927 (FHA); 

 
33. The Oregon Statesman, January 1, 1856: December 15, 1855 letter W. G. 
  H. (1st Sergeant William G. Haley, Company H, Linn County) to Bush 
 (Editor of the Oregon Statesman), (FHA); 
 

   35. “Reminiscences of an Old Timer” by George Hunter, Company I 
 (Benton County), First Regiment, Oregon Mounted Volunteers, 1887 
 (FHA); 
 
      36.“Yakima Indian War Diary” (of Captain A. J. Hembree, Oregon 
 Mounted Volunteers, Company E, Yamhill County), Washington Historical 
 Quarterly #16, (1925); 
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    37.“The Yakima War of 1855: The Campaign to Walla Walla: The Capture 
  of the Most Noted War Chief of the Pacific Coast” by (Sergeant) Alvin 
  Brown (A. B.) Roberts (Oregon Mounted Volunteers, Company A,  
  Multnomah County), Clark County History, 1967, (FHA); 
 

43. “The Cayuse War” by ‘55ER (Company F), The Morning Oregonian, 
March 1, 1897 (Also 23-B) (FHA); 

 


